
Snow Much Fun Softball Tournament Rules 
  

***disclaimer, rules are always subject to change, please review rules at game 
time for updates to official rules***  

*Players must be at least 5 years of age for family division and 15+ years of age 

for mixed adult. All players are required to complete a consent waiver form and 
those under 16 must have a parent/ caregiver complete the consent form. 

*Teams must meet in a designated area, 20 minutes prior to their first game. 

*Games are 6 innings unless both coaches agree to waive remaining game time. 
*Mercy rule is 15 runs scored after 4 innings and 12 runs scored after 5 innings. 

*Plays at the plate are NOT force plays unless the bases are loaded.   

*Please be ready to play 20 minutes prior to your game time.  Teams will NOT be 
forced to forfeit over this, but as a courtesy we just ask you try to be ready early. 

*Traffic cones will be used to designate bases, pitching area, and foul lines.    

*We will use 12" colored softballs.    We reserve the right to change this if 
necessary for safety.  

 *This is a one pitch tournament with no foul to waste. 

*Teams pitch to their own players. You can select anybody to pitch to your team, 
including players from other teams that are just standing around.   

*Batters must swing at everything, there are no walks. 

*No bunting.   If a batter bunts, they are out. 

*Wood bats are recommended. Teams may choose to bring their own bat but it 
may be subject to removal if deemed unsafe. 

*Players should bring their own safety equipment if possible. Please be sure to 
label your items! We will have a limited supply on hand.  

*A glove is required for all players on the field not currently at bat or on base. 

*Teams may use courtesy runners for injured players AND for their pitchers.   The 
last out of the same sex would be the courtesy runner.     The idea is not to simply 
replace slower runners with faster runners, it's to avoid a serious injury 
concern.   Please declare players wanting a courtesy runner for injury purposes 
before the game when possible.    



*ANYONE reaching base that is pitching or needs to pitch may have a courtesy 
runner, this is NOT limited to a teams primary pitcher, again it's the last out of the 
same sex. 

*8 person line-up consisting of at least 2 female players for mixed adult. Family 
teams are expected to have at least one player under the age of 15. 

*If a team does play short a female, they have an automatic out in their 
place in the line up.  If they are short a male, there is no automatic out in 
the line up. 

*Teams in the field have a fielder in the pitching area, this player needs to be 
within 15 feet of the cone in the pitching area.....the 15 feet can be in any direction 
(limited to 10 feet in front of cone).    

*When pitching to your own players you do not field any balls. 

*If a pitcher catches a line drive in the act of protecting him/herself the batter is 
out and the ball is dead.  Runners cannot advance and cannot be doubled off with 
this.    

*Winning team will receive 3 points. In the event of a tie, each team will receive 1 
point.  

*Pitchers needing courtesy runners to immediately return to pitching are not 
limited to how many bases they can get when hitting and are not required to use 
a courtesy runner for the remainder of the game after using one. 

*Standard re-entry rule is in place.  Starters may re-enter a game once, in the 
same spot they were subbed out of in the line up.   Subs that exit a game may not 
re-enter. 

*Teams may borrow up to two players (but not two men) from other teams for 
their games if they are shorthanded.   While the hope is all teams will bring 
enough players for their team, this is a FAMILY FUN event and teams are 
reminded to play with safety and fun top of mind.   

*Teams must use their own players before picking up from other teams.  

*If a team borrows one player, that player MUST catch and bat last.   If a team 
borrows two women, they must play catcher and 1st base and bat 9th & 10th; if 
they borrow a woman and a man the male must catch and the female play first 
base.......with the woman batting 9th and the male 10th. 

*The field will be snow covered, come prepared with proper winter gear including 
snow boots, extra socks, snow pants or a spare dry pair of pants. 



*These games are played on City property, therefore alcohol/ smoking/ vaping are 
prohibited.   Anyone seen partaking in this activity will be told to immediately 
stop and may be asked to leave the property. 

*Captains, please control your teams and make sure the reason the tournament is 
being played is understood.    We are celebrating family day, no world series 
rings or major league contracts are on the line.   Let’s keep it fun and remember 
the tournaments purpose.   

HAVE FUN! 


